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Sustainability — Where does Australia stand?
A Discussion Paper for the President’s Task Force on Sustainability

Introduction

Engineer’s Australia (EA) has had a sustainability
policy for a number of years now. Through
the Environmental Engineering Society and
College (EES and EEC), EA has also published
manuals, papers and has delivered conferences
and seminars on sustainability. However, more
recently, outgoing president Doug Jones has
made sustainability one of his priority areas,
and at the last Engineering Excellence Awards
announced the formation of a President’s Task
Force on Sustainability to better understand, and
respond to, the growing sustainability debate, and
our position as engineers.

This paper has been prepared to provide
background on matters surrounding sustainability
in Australia.

Definition
The commonly-accepted definition is:

Meeting the needs of the present generation
without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.

As defined by the Brundtland Commission, 1987.

The Government’s Position

During the 2004 Elections, the coalition
government released its policy on sustainability
through A Sustainable Australia. The following
is a summary of some of the key relevant
commitments outlined:

developing a more effective response to climate
change through ‘Beyond Kyoto', including
working alongside the Framework Convention
on Climate Change, APEC, developing country
partners, National Carbon Accounting System,
and establish an Asia Pacific Climate Change
Exchange;

establish a $2 billion Australian Water Fund for
practical, on the ground water solutions;

invest $200 million of the Australian Water Fund
to restore the Health of the River Murray;

add 170,000 hectares of old growth forest to the
existing reserve;

provide a package of over $50 million over four
years to support sustainable forest management
practice, to audit river catchment water quality;
invest $75 million in a Solar Cities Trial, choose
Adelaide as Australia’s first city to host a solar city
trial, and continue supporting the Perth trial with
the purchase of 90 hydrogen buses;

Provide research funding to Commonwealth
Environment Research Facilities programme.
Fund the development of a national recycling
telephone hotline for the general public; and
Continue the support of the Natural Heritage
Trust.

The Opposition’s Position
The opposition takes a more global perspective:

International environmental concerns have
become ever more acute. Many of the most
serious environmental problems extend far
beyond the boundaries of nation states. Climate
change, ozone depletion, over-population, over-
consumption, deforestation andloss of biodiversity
threaten the future of the planet and its inhabitants.
Environmental degradation contributes to social
and political conflict. It undermines regional and
international security. Protecting the environment
will support Australia’s national interests and
security.

So, Where Do Our Politicians Stand?

All'in all, the 2004 election results indicated that
there was more, and continuing support for,
economic prosperity, rather than environmental
protection. The environmental agenda was the
looser, clearly highlighted by the Tasmanian
voters.
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